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Table 3: Pattern matrix – level of academic honesty

Factor

1

Getting someone else to write a test for you 0.958

Copying work from another student during a test or exam 0.704

Taking notes into a test or exam 0.598

Copyingsentencesfromthepublishedworkofotherswithoutcitingthe

author

0.579

Using some else’s ideas as your own 0.563

Utilising the internet to find the assignments of others to use as your own 0.521

Handing in an assignment identical to that of your friends 0.517
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Figure 3: Histogram  –   general honesty  
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Figure 4: Histogram  –   level of academic honesty  
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Table 4: Pattern matrix – justification of dishonest behaviours

Factor

1

There is pressure from the students’ peers to do well 0.851

The student is trying to improve their poor marks 0.846

The student has to compete with other students 0.831

There is pressure from students’ parents to do well 0.819

The student only behaves this way when it is absolutely necessary 0.762

This student doesn’t behave this way often 0.697

The student is influenced by a fear of failure 0.668

No-one else is hurt by the students’ behaviour 0.664

There is a lack of time to adequately prepare for an assessment 0.652

The student behaves this way because others are behaving this way too 0.602
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Figure 5: Histogram  –   justification of dishonest behaviours  
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Table 5: Pattern matrix – justification of reporting or not reporting

1 2

Fear of victimisation from other students if I report cheating 0.871

Concern that students will retaliate if I report their cheating behaviour 0.843

Aperceptionthatstudentswhoreportonfriendsthatcheataresaidtobe

disloyal

0.738

Aperceptionthatstudentswho‘tellon’otherstudentstendtohavenofriends

at university

0.728

Concernthatreportingonstudentsthatcheatmightruinmyrelationshipwith

those students

0.658

Fear of the repercussions from blowing the whistle 0.504

My belief that it is important to adhere to academic rules and regulations 0.869

My belief that academic dishonesty is a serious offence 0.819

Myviewthatcheatingbehaviourdamagesthereputationofyouracademic

institution

0.689

My belief that students who cheat create an unfair advantage for themselves 0.524

Factor
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Figure 6: Histogram  –   personal impact  
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Figure 7: Histogram  –   adherence to principles    
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Table 6: Pearson’s r  –   hypothesis tests    

Severe 

academic 

dishonesty

Less severe 

academic 

dishonesty

General honesty Pearson correlation 0.352 0.348

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.000 0.000

N 405 405

Level of academic honesty Pearson correlation 0.241 0.197

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.000 0.000

N 403 403

Justifying academic dishonesty Pearson correlation 0.180 0.069

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.000 0.170

N 399 399

Personal impact Pearson correlation 0.104 -0.012

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.042 0.812

N 383 383

Adherence to principles Pearson correlation -0.352 -0.245

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.000 0.000

N 383 383
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Table 1: Pattern matrix – willingness to report academic dishonesty

1 2

You notice that a fellow student has brought notes into the test or exam 0.924

Younoticethatafellowstudentisusingtheircellularphoneduringa

test or exam (for what appears to be cheating)

0.894

You notice that a student is cheating during a test or exam 0.892

Youbecomeawarethatastudenthasgainedaccesstoatestorexam

prior to it being written

0.692

Youbecomeawarethatafellowstudenthasusedaseniorstudent’s

assignment for submission as their own

0.583

You become aware that a fellow student has deliberately not

referenced others’ published work in their assignment

0.890

Afellowstudentreceiveshelpfromsomeoneelseinwritingpartsofan

essay

0.833

Youbecomeawarethatafellowstudentcreatedfakesourcesfortheir

assignment

0.805

Youbecomeawarethatafellowstudent’sessaywas writtenby

someone else

0.632

Factor
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Figure 1: Histogram  -   willingness to report severe academic dishonesty  
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Figure 2: Histogram  -   willingness to report less severe academic dishonesty    
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Table 2: Pattern matrix – general honesty

Factor

1

Offering a bribe to a traffic officer in order to avoid a fine 0.681

Illegally downloading music or movies from the internet 0.669

Bending the truth a little in order to receive a bursary 0.555

Taking stationery, such as pens and pencils, from an employer 0.507


